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Then he throws a good-sized portion of each sort of food on
to the roof of the house, calling, as he does so, to the crows to
come and eat it If the crows do not come, the performer
turns anxiously to the tulasl plant and asks forgiveness for any
fault he has committed, and then throws fresh food on to the
roof, calling again to the crows.
When the crows have eaten all the food, he throws water on
to the roof, and then distributes some of the other food in the
house to Brahmans and to children before sitting down him-
self to dine on it with the other members of the household.
It is only when they see the crows devouring the food that
has been thrown ou to the roof that the women of the house
feel sure that the spirit of the dead man is happy; and it is
often pathetic to hear the way the women call over and over
again to the birds, beseeching them to come and eat, for it is
only through these birds (the chief scavengers of India) that
the broken-hearted mother or widow can gain any assurance
that their lost loved one is not still wandering forlorn in outer
darkness and misery.
On the thirteenth day the courtyard of the house is freshly
plastered with cow-dung, and there, to remove the bad effect
of the inauspicious ceremonies which were performed on the
tenth, eleventh, and twelfth days after death, an, auspicious
ceremony is carried through.
The son of the dead man bathes and, clothing himself in
a pure loin-cloth, sits on a stool facing the east, the family
priest seating himself beside him,
A special design like a conventional lotus is made on the
groundj in the centre of which is placed a pot filled with
water, and on the top of this pot there is a flat dish holding
a sweetmeat (lad$u) made of wheat flour, clarified butter, and
treacle,
4 Thirteen goddesses are invoked, the chiefest of whom is
Lalita; these are represented by thirteen red marks made on
the pot.
The Salagrama representing Visrui is brought and wor-